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Difference and Difficulties of Being A Community Rural Corrections Agent
	Rural correctional facilities face the same challenges as the urban administrative jails. Correctional agents in rural areas have had some disadvantages as compared to the agents in the urban centers. Researchers have focused more on the urban correctional facilities and neglected the fact that the rural areas also are affected by similar situations. Some of the disadvantages and difficulties include small facilities, operational challenges and special needs inmates. These are among the main challenges that face rural correctional agents. The difficulties that are associated with the correctional facilities include dependence on the local people to fund the institutions, hardships in the recruitment of the correctional officers and also the administrative roles by the police officers. The literature will cover the differences and difficulties of being a community corrections agent in a rural area and how living in rural areas leads to higher recidivism rates.
	Looking at the difficulties and challenges helps us to understand how the rural correctional facilities are different from the urban facilities. Small facilities is a major concern in the rural areas. According to Alarid (2016), there has been an assumption that most of the crimes committed are urban-centered but in the recent year's research has shown that there is an increase in the crime rates in the rural areas and a lot of inmates have been put behind bars. This has resulted in the increase in the population of the jails and it has been a major challenge to the officers. In some cases, there are many inmates in a correctional facility to the point that there are not enough beds for the inmates to sleep on. Also, the feeding of the large crowd has also become a major challenge to the correctional officers. This is because there is an increase in crime rates in the rural areas as it is in the urban centers. 
	Operational challenge is also another challenge and a difficulty faced by the correctional agent. A research that was done by the LIS incorporated (2001) for the NIC, showed that 500 agents in the correctional facilities with less than 150 beds having gotten the expected feedback from 251 agents from the jails (Arensberg, 2017). In this study, it proves that the officials in the facilities are facing difficulties in the management of the jails since there is an increase in the number of inmates each and every year and as a result, the operations and management have become a major challenge of concern to the rural correctional facilities.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The issue on the case of special needs inmates is also a menace to the correctional facilities in the rural areas. According to Jiang et al. (2016), the study proved that there was the availability of prisoners who are having special needs which include, persons with some mental or physical illnesses, habitual misdemeanor offenders, inmates that are involved with gangs, inmates who are brought in and are seriously ill, the aging inmates and also the inmates with a long-term sentence. In this case, the correctional facilities have had the mandate to cater to the needs of the inmates and it has posed a major challenge to the correctional facilities. This is because they need to be treated in a special way because of their ill health and the facilities experience challenges since they cannot cater for all their needs as expected. The research showed that persons with mental illnesses posed a great challenge as they were disruptive and required special treatment (Alarid, 2016). This was the challenge as most of the rural jails were unable to cater for all the needs of the inmates.
	 One significant challenge for most of the correctional facilities was to finance the medical care of the inmates with the illnesses. This affected the administration seriously as they could not afford to pay for all the medical expenses for all the inmates. Consequently, gangs were considered to be an urban problem but in the recent research, it has proved that in the rural communities where the law enforcement is low, the gangs have posed a great challenge to the community. This is as a result of lack of the law enforcers to curb the problem and help fight the gangs. Difficulty in the recruitment of correctional officers is also a problem in the rural correctional facilities as some of the officers were not qualified to man the institution. This resulted in the mistreatment of the inmates and also the mishandling of some of the facility equipment.
	According to Jiang et al. (2016), living in rural areas has a higher rate of recidivism. This is because in the urban areas there are better-established policies than in the rural areas. This implies that inmates in rural areas are prone to repeating the crimes they did once they are out of the correctional facilities. Again, there are no strong governing policies in the rural areas as compared to those present in the urban centers. In a recent study, it has shown that the risk of injury death which counts both violent crime and accidents has risen in the countryside than in the cities. In the rural areas, the crimes committed by an individual is likely to be committed again by the same individual. This is as a result that the poor system of administrative policies in the rural areas has given the chance of the felony committers to go on committing injustices (Arensberg, 2017). In the case of drunk driving for example, if a drunk driver commits an accident and is put to jail, chances are higher that after the jail sentence the culprit will drink and drive again. This shows a well-organized policy in the city as compared to rural centers.
	In conclusion, emphasis must be put to improve the conditions of the correctional facilities in the rural areas. This is because as discussed in the above statements there is a lot of neglect in the rural jails as compared to the urban jails. This has resulted in the suffering of the inmates in the rural jails since there is overcrowding, poor sanitation, lack of proper medical care and also the agents present in most of the rural jails lack the qualifications required to handle the facilities. There is an increase in the crime rates in the rural areas as compared to the urban centers and both should be treated equally and not favoring of the correctional facilities in the urban centers.
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